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PRESIDENT ’S  CORNER  
 BY  KAREN  LAYHER  

M I S S ION  STATEMENT  
SOUTH  DAKOTA  A S SOC I AT ION  OF   

COUNTY  O FF I C I A L S  

and at the top is my family, 
good friends, my faith com-
munity, my health & the free-

doms I enjoy as an American. 

     As an auditor, I am thank-
ful the election is over! Now, I 
will be able to get some other 
work accomplished.  I would 
like to extend congratulations 
to the Auditors and Register 
of Deeds who won their races.  
Good job! Also, our organiza-
tion will have some new faces 
in January. I am sure all of us 
look forward to meeting them. 
Lastly, we will be saying good 
bye to members who will be 
retiring at the end of their 
terms. I would like to wish 
good luck to Kay Schmidt, 
Lake County Auditor; Sue 
Roust, Minnehaha County 
Auditor; Betty McCambridge, 
Clay County Regsister of 
Deeds; Karyl Sandal, Haakan 
County Register of Deeds; and 
Judy Busack, Brule County 
Register of Deeds. We will 
miss them, but if truth be 
known we are envious. I 
would personally like to thank 
all of them for their dedication 
to county government and 
wish them a wonderful     

retirement. 

     Another person I am thank-
ful to have the privilege of 
knowing and having his exper-
tise in the field of elections is 

Chris Nelson. In my opinion, 
we have had the best of the 
best for 22 years guiding the 
auditors through the election 
laws and rules. One of my 
early memories of elections is 
waiting and waiting (and not 
too patiently) for that last 
precinct to finish counting the 
ballots – finally at 5 AM we 
were done! Now, with the 
M100 and the 650 ballot 
counter if we go past 10 PM, I 
consider it a late night. As 
Chris told us in September, 
change does happen and we 
will move forward. I can ac-
cept that fact, but our loss 
will be someone else’s gain. I 
wish Chris the very best in the 
future as he has been a great 
leader. I would also like to 
extend a sincere heartfelt 
thank you to him and his ex-
cellent staff for all they have 
done to make my job as audi-

tor easier. THANK YOU!   

     The executive board will be 

meeting in December. If any-

one has an item of business 

to bring before the board, 

please contact me or Carrie. 

So, in closing I would like to 

wish everyone a blessed 

Thanksgiving. Enjoy the tur-

key and the trimmings! 

ell, another month has 

gone by and now it is getting 
into the time of the year that I 
love – the holiday season.  I 
really enjoy driving around 
and looking at all the lights 
and decorations people     
display from now through 
Christmas.  
      This month as we reflect 
on what we are thankful for, 
let’s include our SDACO fam-
ily. This year members of our 
SDACO family have received 
blessings of restored health 
while other members are still 
struggling with health issues. 
Please continue to keep the 
members of our SDACO family 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
I am thankful for many things 
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“The mission of  South Dakota Association of  County Officials is to 

promote effective and efficient county government for the citizens of  

South Dakota.” 



Executive Director Carrie Gonsor 
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FROM  OUR  EXECUTIVE  D IRECTOR  
BY  CARR I E  GONSOR  

     Sheliie Baumgart, Hughes 
County Finance Officer, was 
kind enough to allow me to 
witness this process first 
hand. Baumgart invited me to 
her election school in late 
October and I was amazed at 
the amount of details she 
goes over with her election 
workers - I had no idea of the 
amount of responsibility that 
is put in the hands of election 
volunteers and county Audi-
tors!  Baumgart invited me 
back again to see her office at 
work on election night. Her 
office ran like a well oiled 
machine, with many court-
house employees and county 
officials working into the night 
to ensure the speed and suc-
cess of the election. I enjoyed 
this example of what talented, 
competent, and hard working 
county officials we have work-
ing in our great state. Great 
job on a successful election 

cycle! 

   Now that South Dakota 
voters have chosen our Legis-
lative and State wide leader-
ship, we must work together 
to educate the leadership on 
our role in county govern-
ment. County Auditors, Treas-
urers, and Registers of Deeds 
run the day-to-day functions 
of the courthouse and are 

integral in many constituents  
daily lives. I encourage all of 
you to take the time to intro-
duce yourself to your legisla-
tors and invite them to your 
office. Show your legislators 
what skills you bring to your 
county and how, through your 
daily work, you make the lives 
of people in your county a 
little better. By working to-
gether, we can bring positive 

changes to South Dakota. 

     For the SDACO office the 
next few months will focus on 
making the voice of county 
officials heard to our legisla-
tive and state wide leader-
ship.  Thank you for making 
my job easy  by being so good 

at yours! 

     ach month brings excit-

ing and fun changes to both 
SDACO and to South Dakota. I 
started with SDACO in June, 
2010 and have been pleas-
antly surprised by the exciting 
activities that county officials 
see as the months goes by. 
October and November have 
been exceptionally busy as 
each county prepared for 
elections and a new wave of 
leadership for the 2011 Legis-

lative Session.  

     After working with county 
Auditors for the past 6 
months, I have a new found 
respect for the election proc-
ess and the work put into an 
election cycle by the entire 
courthouse staff. Each person 
in the courthouse is aware 
that voters come to the court-
house to exercise their consti-
tutional right to cast a ballot 
for the candidate and ballot 
measure of their choosing. 
Courthouse employees must 
maintain the integrity of the 
voting process each day for 
the six weeks leading up to 
election and then, in most 
South Dakota counties, it is 
all hands on deck for election 
day as the county Auditor 
leads the charge for a suc-

cessful election cycle. 

South Dakota  
County News 

 
The South Dakota County News 
is the official newsletter of 

the South Dakota 
Association of County 

Officials. 
 

The South Dakota County News 
is published ten times a year 

by the South Dakota 
Association of County 
Officials (SDACO). It is 
distributed to all elected 
county officials in South 

Dakota’s 66 counties. Other 
readers include SDACO 
Associate Members, 

purchasing agents, budget 
and planning administrators, 
appointed department heads, 
state legislators and state 

agency personnel. 
 

Companies interested in 
advertising in the South 

Dakota County News should 
contact Carrie Gonsor, 

SDACO Executive Director. 
 

SDACO member counties 
may place classified ads, story 

ideas, articles and 
photographs in this 

newsletter at NO Charge. 
Please send your information 
to SDACO@sdcounties.org. 

 

SDACO 
300 E. Capitol Ave, Ste. 2 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: (605) 224-1968 
Fax: (605) 224 -128 

 
Connect with SDACO!
www.sdcounties.org 
 

 

The appearance of advertising in this 
publication in no way implies endorsement 
or approval by SDACO of any advertising 
claims of the advertiser, its product, or 

services.  

 

NCCAENCCAENCCAENCCAE    

In October, Executive Director 
Carrie Gonsor traveled to 
Gleneden Beach, Oregon to 
participate in the annual 
meeting for National Council 
of County Association Execu-
tives. Forty two other Execu-
tives joined Gonsor in learning 
how to increase revenue for 
associations, raising aware-
ness for the associations, and 

“branding”  association logos.  

SDACO SDACO SDACO SDACO     

Administrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative Assistant    

The SDACO office in Pierre is 
still without an Administrative 
Assistant. SDACO will take  
advantage of this situation by 
helping to introduce internship 
possibilities throughout SDACO 
and county government. Gradu-
ate students from local         
universities will work with the 
SDACO office to provide clerical 
functions and support during 

legislative session.  

District MeetingsDistrict MeetingsDistrict MeetingsDistrict Meetings    

November brings third quarter 
district meetings for many 
county districts. The Sioux 
Valley, Black Hills, Southeast 
Central, and James River  
Valley Districts will meet dur-
ing November. Representa-
tives from the SDACO and the 
SDACC office try to attend all 
district meetings . If you have 
any suggestions for the 
SDACO office, please bring 

them to your district meeting.  

SDACO OFF ICE  HAPPEN INGS  



 

      ave you ever felt like it 

would be great to have train-
ing opportunities all year 
round, instead of just twice 
per year, but you are just too 
busy to leave the office more?   
The SDACO understand how 
busy the life of a county offi-
cial can be. To help our mem-
bers SDACO has created a 
continuing education portal to 
provide you with educational 
and helpful webinars. As the 
New Year approaches, keep 

an eye out for interesting and 
beneficial webinars from the 

SDACO CEC Portal.  

        An added benefit of the 
CEC Portal is that all webinars 
that our members attend will 
be recorded and saved in our 
archives.  We have all had 
great training classes that we 
have attended years ago and 
wished we could remember 
more of what was taught.  
Now with the CEC portal any-
time you feel you need to 
brush up on a particular sub-
ject, you can just log onto the 
portal and refresh your knowl-

edge. 

 

      Keep a particular eye out 
for technology and website 
training webinars.  SDACO is 
developing a curriculum of 
courses to help every county 
use technology to its fullest.  
Some topics include: Using 
Your SDACO Website, Using 
Social Media, Using Technol-
ogy to Simplify Repetitive 
Tasks, What to Look For in a 
New Computer, How to Create 
Editable PDF Documents, 
Must have Software Applica-
tions, and any other technol-
ogy topic that would be help-

ful for SDACO members.  
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TECHNOLOGY  MATTERS  
BY  CHR I S  HAMZE  
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SDACO 
Associate Membership 

 

EXHIBIT,  

SPONSOR, &  

ADVERTISE! 

  

ANY 

 COMBINATION  

THAT WORKS FOR 
YOU! 

www.sdcounties.org 

SDACO Technology Coordinator 
Chris Hamze 

SDACO  

Continuing Education Certification Portal 

Providing Valuable Training Opportunities for the Busy 

County Official 

Links that work for you: 

SDACO Website 

www.sdcounties.org 

 

NACo Website 

Www.naco.org 

 

License Plates 

www.sdcars.org 

 

Voter Information  

apps.sd.gov/applications/
st25cers/  

 

SoDakLive 

home.sodaklive.com/ 

Tip of the month:Tip of the month:Tip of the month:Tip of the month:    

To switch quickly between two 
screens on your computer, press 

“Alt” and “Tab” simultaneously 

 

Facebook has become  the social media home of a growing number of  
businesses and non-profits. Many  South Dakota counties use their        
interactive Facebook pages to post announcements for their courthouse  
and to connect with constituents. Facebook is an inventive & useful way to 
help counties. 
  

SDACO has had a Facebook page for over a year. County elected officials & 
employees are encouraged to become fans if they are interested in getting SDACO          
conference updates, reviewing county-related legislation, & getting links to recently         

published county-focused news articles. 

 

Facebook members can “like” county Facebook pages by visiting www.facebook.com, 
searching for the county, and selecting the “like” button. Keep an eye out for the Facebook 

icon on all materials including newsletters, magnet mails, new hire postcards and more. 

SOC IAL  NETWORK ING  TOOL  
CONT INUES  TO  

KEEP  COUNT I E S  CONNECTED   



     Whitley urges all counties 
to use the theme in through-
out their court house and in 

educational opportunities: 

      “Counties are encouraged 
to link this year’s theme –     
Serving Our Veterans, Armed 
Forces and Their Families – to 
as many National County   
Government Month activities 
as possible. Popular events 
include holding public tours of 
county facilities; talking to 
students, community organi-
zations and business leaders 
about county programs and 
services; holding essay and 
art contests; and sponsoring 
County Family Day events on 
the Courthouse grounds. You 
can hold media events, write 
newspaper columns, or be a 
guest on local radio and TV 
shows to discuss new county 
programs or highlight existing 

ones."  

     Find the full press release 

for the April 2011 theme at::  

 www.naco.org/newsroom/ 

South Dakota Representation  

on the NACo Board of Directors 
    

    

    

Don LarsonDon LarsonDon LarsonDon Larson    

Brookings County  

Commissioner  

dlarson@brookingscountysd.gov 

 

 

Nancy HansenNancy HansenNancy HansenNancy Hansen    

Brown County  

Commissioner 

nancyh@nvc.net 

 

 

NACo President Glen Whitley 
has announced that the April 

2011 theme for the National 

County Government Month 
(NCGM) is Serving Our      
Veterans, Armed Forces and 
Their Families. National 
County Government Month 
(NCGM) is celebrated each 
April by the nation’s counties 
to raise public awareness and 
understanding about the roles 
and responsibilities of county 

government 

     Across the country, coun-
ties are facing tough times in 
a stubborn economy. Now 
more than ever, NACo      
President Glen Whitley      
believes it is crucial that   
counties develop dynamic 
ways to promote essential 
and effective county services 
available to residents. That’s 
why Whitley’s Presidential 
Initiative is County Govern-
ment Works: An Initiative to 
Ra ise Awareness  and       

Understanding of Counties.  

      Though many counties 
concentrate publicity efforts 

during National County 

Government Month in April, 

Whitley is encouraging all 

NACo member counties to 

promote county services and 
programs throughout the 

year.  

       “Many families and busi-
nesses in our communities 

have fallen on hard times,” 

Whitley said. “Promoting 
county services can help 

strengthen your community 

despite hardships shared by 

all.” 

     Learn more about the 
County Government Works 

initiative at 
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South Dakota  County  News 

Workforce Investment 

Healthcare workforce invest-
ment is a significant opportu-
nity for both economic and 

health infra-
s t r u c t u r e 
development. 
This issue 
brief outlines 
the effects of 
hea l t h ca r e 
w o r k f o r c e 
investment; 
and, high-

lights considerations for 
county leaders interested in 
starting and/or supporting 
healthcare workforce invest-

ment in their communities. 

 Each month NACo provides publications specifically geared  
towards educating  county officials and leaders. The October 
publications focused on health care in the workforces.  Find 

NACo publications at: www. www.naco.org/research/ 

Rural Health Works: Commu-
nity Health Engagement for 

Local Elected Officials 

This publication summarizes 
the Rural 
Health 
Works 
Commu-
nity 
Health 
Engage-
ment 
Process 
which 

measures the economic im-
pact of the health sector on 
the county economy and pro-
vides a community health 

assessment process. 



 County Officials 

Elected in 2010 

Bon Homme County 

 Register of Deeds 

Sandra Frasier-Shaffer 

Campbell County Register 
of Deeds 

Mandy Horner 

Charles Mix County Auditor 

Sherri Fuchs 

Davison County Auditor 

Susan Kiepke 

Deuel County Auditor 

Pam Lynde 

Faulk County Auditor 

Aaron Lorenzen 

Hutchinson County Auditor 

Jeanie Simonsen 

Hyde County Auditor 

Colleen Leisinger 

Jackson County  

Register of Deeds 

Mitzi Mitchell 

Lake County Auditor 

Roberta (Bobbi) Janke 

Minnehaha County Auditor 

Bob Litz 

Roberts County Auditor 

Dawn Stattler 
 

State Wide Elections 

SD Governor 

Dennis Daugaard        

      SD Secretary of State  

Jason Gant 

SD Auditor  

Steve Barnett 

SD Treasurer 

 Rich Satgast 

SD Attorney General 

Marty Jackley 

SD Secretary of State 

Chris Nelson* 
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GENERAL  ELECTION  2010  
BY  CHR I S  NEL SON  

34.9%, Corson 37.12% 
and Todd at 40.27%.  The 
statewide turnout percent-
age was five percentage 
points less than the 67.3% 

turnout in 2006. 

         Approximately 19.2% 
of ballots were cast absen-
tee compared to 27.35% 
absentee in 2006.  411 
military or overseas voters 
requested their absentee 
ballot be sent electroni-
cally.  274 of those ballots 
were returned by election 
day for counting.  The new 
federally required system 
for electronic ballot distri-
bution worked very well 
and was much appreciated 
by those who used the 

system. 

         Very few problems 
were reported on election 
day.  Typical calls fielded 
by our office asked where 
to vote or to confirm a 
voter registration.  Two 
counties reported that the 
wrong ballot style was sent 
to a precinct but the error 
was resolved and didn’t 
affect the election result.  
Several precincts reported 
poll workers who were not 
“in position” at the open-
ing of the polls but alter-

nate workers were quickly 

put in place. 

     The counting of ballots 
at the close of the polls 
went quickly with no major 
problems with any of the 
ballot scanners.  The last 
of our 791 precincts re-
ported at 12:50am which 
is an early finish for a gen-

eral election. 

        The computer system 
used by county auditors to 
report their official results 
to the Secretary of State 
worked flawlessly.  This 
system posts the results to 
a public website every five 
minutes throughout elec-
tion night.  The demand by 
the public to view the web-
site was so great that the 
state web servers could 
not keep up with the query 
requests and unfortu-
nately response time suf-
fered.  A thorough review 
of this problem by those 
responsible for the state 
web servers will be con-
ducted to ensure that this 
lapse in service does not 

occur in future elections. 

        I want to thank each 
county auditor and elec-
tion worker throughout 
South Dakota for the pro-
fessional job that they did 
in conducting this election.  
You did good!!  It has been 
an incredible privilege for 
me to work with you and 
for the people of South 
Dakota as Secretary of 

State. 
 

* This picture of Chris Nelson  is 
from the SD Secretary of State 
website. Visit the site at 

www.www.sdsos.gov 

reat work by county 

auditors across this state 
made the 2010 General 
Election one of the 
smoothest and best run 
elections that I can re-
member.  A successful 
election day is the culmina-
tion of two years of plan-
ning, preparation, and 
training.  All of that paid off 
for voters who were able to 
cast their votes easily and 
have those votes counted 
quickly once the polls 

closed. 

         Turnout of registered 
voters averaged 62.27% 
across the state.  That per-
centage varied greatly with 
highs of 83.66% in Jerauld 
(nothing like a hot sheriff 
race to push turnout), 
77.86% in Jones, and 
74.59% in Douglas County.  
Turnout in individual pre-
cincts also showed some 
impressive numbers.  
McPherson 101 had 
88.89% (who were the 
seven people that didn’t 
vote in that precinct?), 
Harding Poplar Grove had 
86.76%, and Meade Fair-
point #29 had 86.36%.  
Low turnouts were re-
ported in Shannon at 

“Great work by county 

auditors across this state 

made the 2010 General 

Election one of  the 

smoothest and best run 

elections that I can 

remember.” 



South Dakota  County  News      

1,328,033 ballots. 

      And we’ve had 8 recounts 
in my time with Minnehaha 
County, soon to be 9.  Some 
of them were very straight-
forward, but others ended in 
court cases.  
In 1998, I 
was ordered 
to transport 
the District 
12 ballots to 
Pierre for the 
opening day 
of legislative 
session, and 
for a while it 
looked like 
Chris Nelson 
and I were 
going to be 
ordered to 
recount them 

ourselves! 

      Recounts are extra work, 

but I think they’re valuable for 
us as well as the candidates.  
They’re a way to validate the 
work we do and show how 
accurate our processes and 
our ballot counters are.  

S o m e -
times re-
c o u n t s 
lead to 
new laws 
which can 
i m p r o v e 
the     elec-
tion   sys-
t e m .  
S o m e 
c h a n g e s 
that have 
occu r r ed 
in part 
because of 
M i n n e -
h a h a 

County recounts are doing 

away with straight  party  
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REFLECTING  ON  20  YEARS  OF  ELECTIONS  
BY  SUE  ROUST  

voting and the identifying 
marks law, and allowing for 
multiple recount boards if 
needed to complete the re-

count in 5 days or less. 

       I’ll be thinking of you all 
as the next election cycle 
starts.  May your elections be 
problem-free and your re-

counts few and far between! 

       Read more about Roust’s 
life as a public servant and 
her dedication to Minnehaha 
County at: 

www.argusleader.com 

“(Recounts are) a way to 
validate the work we do 

and show how accurate our 
processes and our ballot 

counters are.”   

    ith the end of my 20-

year run in sight, I thought I’d 
do a little accounting.  The 
results were scary – I’ve 
counted ballots for 53 elec-
tions, 24 county-wide and 29 
for Sioux Falls city and school 
district.  We first bought ES&S 
scanners in 1994, and ran 36 

elections on our old Model 
550’s before they were re-
placed in 2006 with the 
Model 650’s.  So I’d have to 
say these are durable ma-
chines! 
       Since I’m a numbers 
geek, I had to add it up – I’ve 
overseen the counting of 

“I’ve overseen the counting 

of  1,328,033 ballots.” 
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     uring this election cycle 

South Dakotan voters faced 
ballot questions to change 
both SD Codified Law and the 
SD Constitution. On Novem-
ber 5, voters were asked to 
cast there vote on four major 
topics: the right to vote by 
secret ballot, the smoking 
ban, a constitutional change 
regarding the SD cement 

plant, and medical Marijuana.  

     Two of the ballot measures 
garnered enough support to 
become new laws in South 
Dakota. An astonishing 79% 
of voters checked “yes” for 
amendment  K,  which guar-
antees the South Dakota Con-
stitutional right to vote by 
secret ballot.  Amendment K 
will add to the Article IV of the 
South Dakota the following 
language: “The rights of indi-
viduals to vote by secret bal-

lot is fundamental.  If any 
state or federal law requires 
or permits an election for 
public office, for any initiative 
or referendum, or for any 
designation or authorization 
of employee representation, 
the right of any individual to 
vote by secret ballot shall be 

guaranteed.” 

     South Dakotans also voted 
to pass Referred Law 12.  
Referred Law 12 received 
over 60% support from South 
Dakota voters.  The passage 
of Referred Law 12 means 
that the smoking ban will 
apply to all restaurants, bars, 
package liquor stores,      
Deadwood casinos 
and video lottery       

establishments.  

       The two     
remaining ballot 
measures, 

Amendment L and Initiated 
Measure 12, both failed to 
garner the support of South 

Dakota Voters.   

    The failure of Amendment 
L will allow the state to con-
tinue to draw from the ce-

ment plant trust fund  
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South Dakota Voters Approve New Laws  

and Constitutional Changes 

This is the second time that the 
Medical Merjijuana question 
was on the South Dakota Bal-
lot.  the failure of Initiated 
Measure 12 will keep medical 

marijuana out of South Dakota. 



 

 

 

November 

Nov. 15th: Sioux Valley District Meeting in De Smet, SD 

Nov. 17th: Black Hills District Meeting in Phillip, SD 

Nov. 18th : Southeast Central District Meeting in Alexandria, SD 

Nov. 18th: James River Valley District Meeting in Huron, SD 

Nov. 24th-Dec. 26th:  Christmas at the Capitol  

   in Pierre, SD 

Nov. 27th-28th:  WJ Ranch Cowboy Christmas 

   in Yankton, SD 

 

December 

Dec. 6th: SD Budget Address 

Dec. 10th: Black Hills District Legislative Meeting  

                                     in Sturgis, SD 

Dec. 15th-16th: SDACO Joint Executive Board Meeting 

                                     in Pierre, SD 

Dec. 25th: Christmas Day 

Since July 1, 2009, 185 chil-
dren in South Dakota were 
adopted through the Depart-
ment of Social Services; sev-
eral other adoptions also took 
place through independent 
and private agencies. Cur-
rently, DSS is in the process 
of identifying adoptive re-
sources for 116 children. The 
children range widely in age 
and may have physical or 
emotional challenges, devel-
opmental disabilities or are 
part of sibling groups, who all 
need a place to call home. It 
is a DSS priority to place chil-
dren in homes that provide for 
their needs on a permanent 
basis. Children awaiting legal 
clearance for adoption live in 
foster homes, group homes or 
other facilities. They need 
families that can understand 
and meet their needs, provide 
stability, and offer permanent 

parent-child relationships. 

“The lives of these children 
can be brightened forever by 
just one person or a family 
taking them in and providing 
unconditional love and care,” 
Gov. Rounds stated. 

In honor of National Adoption 
Month in November, the Da-
kota Heart Gallery, a unique 

photo exhibit of children in 
South Dakota currently wait-
ing for adoptive families, will 
be available for viewing from 
Nov. 1-15 at the Empire Mall 
in Sioux Falls. Free informa-
tion and materials regarding 
adoption of children from 
foster care will also be avail-
able with the Dakota Heart 
Gallery exhibit. If anyone is 
interested in hosting the Da-
kota Heart Gallery exhibit at 
their church, business, or 
event; please contact the 
Children’s Home Society at 

605-965-3172. 

The Department of Social 
Services offers services to 
adoptive families to help 
them meet the unique needs 
of the children adopted 
through the department. For 
more information, visit 

www.dss.sd.gov/adoption. 
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November is Adoption Awareness Month 
RELEASED BY South Dakota State News on Monday, November 8, 2010 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  HAPPENEINGS  

“The lives of  these children 

can be brightened forever by 

just one person or a family 

taking them in and 

providing unconditional love 

and care.”  
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PIERRE, S.D.PIERRE, S.D.PIERRE, S.D.PIERRE, S.D. – The South 
Dakota Department of Social 
Services (DSS) will join thou-
sands of individuals, govern-
ment agencies and child ad-
vocacy organizations during 
the month of November to 
promote the critical need for 
adoptive parents. To help 
recruit and retain foster and 
adoptive parents for children 
who are waiting for forever 
homes, Gov. Mike Rounds 
has declared November as 

Adoption Awareness Month. 

“There continues to be a need 
for families in South Dakota 
to step forward and become 
foster and adoptive parents. 
This includes other relatives 
of the child or other South 
Dakota citizens who are will-
ing to provide a warm and 
loving home,” stated Gov. 

Mike Rounds. 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

SD County Day 

Febuary 14, 2011 

SD Capitol Rotunda, Pierre 

 

SDACO New Officials Workshop 

March 16-17, 2011 

Pierre Ramkota Hotel 

 

SDACO Spring Workshop 

May 18-20, 2011 

Pierre Ramkota Hotel 



November 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
Sioux Valley District 

Meeting 15 16 
Black Hills District 

Meeting 17 
Southeast Central & 

James River Valley   

District Meeting 
19 20 

21 22 23 24   25 
SD State Offices 

Closed 26 27 

28 29 30     

December 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 
Black Hills Legisla-

tive Meeting 10 11 

12 13 14 
Executive Board 

Meeting 15 
Executive Boar 

Meeting 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 
SD State Offices 

Closed 24 Christmas  25 

26 27 28 29 30 
SD State Offices 

Closed 31  
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Computing SystemsComputing SystemsComputing SystemsComputing Systems    
InnovationsInnovationsInnovationsInnovations    

Jeff Miller,Jeff Miller,Jeff Miller,Jeff Miller,    

Director of SalesDirector of SalesDirector of SalesDirector of Sales    

791 Piedmont Wekiwa Road 
Apopka, FL  32703 
(407) 598-1826 

Fax:  (407) 598-1879 
E-mail:  jmiller@csisoft.com 

www.csisoft.com 
IT Software * Automated Redaction 

Network Security 
 

Election SystemsElection SystemsElection SystemsElection Systems    
& Software& Software& Software& Software    

Mike HoverstenMike HoverstenMike HoverstenMike Hoversten    
Regional Account ManagerRegional Account ManagerRegional Account ManagerRegional Account Manager    
11208 John Galt Blvd. 
Omaha, NE  68137 
(612) 940-5962 

E-mail: mahovesten@ess.vote.com 
Election Equipment,  
Supplies and Services 

 
Hagan Benefits, Inc.Hagan Benefits, Inc.Hagan Benefits, Inc.Hagan Benefits, Inc.    
Jeff Pederson, Jeff Pederson, Jeff Pederson, Jeff Pederson,     
PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    

1741 S Cleveland Ave, Ste 200 
Sioux Falls, SD  57103 

(605) 334-1030 
www.hagangroup.com 

Administrator and Marketing for  
South Dakota Public   
Assurance Alliance  

(liability and property pool) and  
Health Pool of South Dakota 

    
hal Systems Corporationhal Systems Corporationhal Systems Corporationhal Systems Corporation    

Kathy TaylorKathy TaylorKathy TaylorKathy Taylor    
Document Mgmt. ConsultantDocument Mgmt. ConsultantDocument Mgmt. ConsultantDocument Mgmt. Consultant    

8111 Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway, 

Suite. 860 

Dallas, TX  75251 

E-mail:  ktaylor@halfile.com 

(303) 791-5688 or 

(800) 442-9273 

Fax:  (214) 691-4730 

www.halFILE.com 

www.CountyRecords.com 

Affordable records management solu-
tions for increased productivity in all 

county offices 
    
    

Legal Support ServicesLegal Support ServicesLegal Support ServicesLegal Support Services    
Steve PolleySteve PolleySteve PolleySteve Polley    

19 Nickel Place 
Spearfish, SD  57783 
(800) 583-0365 

    

McLeod's Printing McLeod's Printing McLeod's Printing McLeod's Printing     
& Office Supply& Office Supply& Office Supply& Office Supply    
Brad ZimmermanBrad ZimmermanBrad ZimmermanBrad Zimmerman    
1011 S Edgerton 
Mitchell, SD  57301 
(800) 952-2201 

Printing: Checks *  Election Forms 
Property Tax Forms * Record Books 

 

Microfilm Imaging Microfilm Imaging Microfilm Imaging Microfilm Imaging     
Systems, Inc.Systems, Inc.Systems, Inc.Systems, Inc.    
Curt Reiter  Curt Reiter  Curt Reiter  Curt Reiter      

2530 Harney St  
Omaha, NE 68131    

 (402) 346-7211 

Document Imaging & Scanning  
 Scan Plats & Maps 

Service & Sell Microfilm 
Equipment 

 

Northland Securities, LLCNorthland Securities, LLCNorthland Securities, LLCNorthland Securities, LLC    
Tobin Morris, Tobin Morris, Tobin Morris, Tobin Morris,     
Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President    

215 W Sioux Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501   
(877) 224-5557 

www.northlandsecurities.com     
 Bond underwriting   

Investments 
 Financial advisory  

Tax increment financing 
    

Insurance Benefits, Inc.Insurance Benefits, Inc.Insurance Benefits, Inc.Insurance Benefits, Inc.    
Karen Ripperda, Karen Ripperda, Karen Ripperda, Karen Ripperda,     

SDML WC Fund AdministratorSDML WC Fund AdministratorSDML WC Fund AdministratorSDML WC Fund Administrator    
4901 Isabel Place, Ste 110 
Sioux Falls, SD  57108 

(800) 233-9073 

www.sdmlwcfund.com 

SDML Worker’s Compensation Fund 
 

Office Equipment CompanyOffice Equipment CompanyOffice Equipment CompanyOffice Equipment Company    
Chuck ManningChuck ManningChuck ManningChuck Manning    
108 S Main 

Aberdeen, SD  57401 

(605) 225-4072 

(800)592-2227 

www.oeconline.net 

Your full service office  

equipment dealer 

Active Data SystemsActive Data SystemsActive Data SystemsActive Data Systems    

Damon DurickDamon DurickDamon DurickDamon Durick    

2504 W 46th St 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
(605) 335-5906 

www.activedatasystems.com 
    

American State BankAmerican State BankAmerican State BankAmerican State Bank    

Kelly Van Lith, Kelly Van Lith, Kelly Van Lith, Kelly Van Lith,     

VP of MarketingVP of MarketingVP of MarketingVP of Marketing    

700 E Sioux Ave   
Pierre, SD  57501 
(605) 224-9233 
www.asbpierre.com 
Banking Services 

 
BankWest, Inc.BankWest, Inc.BankWest, Inc.BankWest, Inc.    

Kristin Brost, Kristin Brost, Kristin Brost, Kristin Brost,     

VP of Marketing  VP of Marketing  VP of Marketing  VP of Marketing      

PO Box 998 
Pierre, SD  57501 
(605) 224-7391 

www.bankwest-sd.com 
Banking * Insurance   
Trust * Brokerage 

 
Brown & SaengerBrown & SaengerBrown & SaengerBrown & Saenger    

Lyle D. Dabbert, PresidentLyle D. Dabbert, PresidentLyle D. Dabbert, PresidentLyle D. Dabbert, President 
711 West Russell Street 

PO Box 84040 
Sioux Falls, SD  57118-4040 

1-800-952-3509 
Phone/Fax:  (605)274-0909 
cell phone:  (605) 310-1488 

E-mail: ldabbert@brown-saenger.com  
www.brown-saenger.com 
Business products * Office  

furniture * Professional printing  
Promotional products 

 
Computer Software Computer Software Computer Software Computer Software     

AssociatesAssociatesAssociatesAssociates    

Stan Hoggatt, Stan Hoggatt, Stan Hoggatt, Stan Hoggatt,     

Territory ManagerTerritory ManagerTerritory ManagerTerritory Manager    

11 N 26th  St 
Billings, MT  59101 
(800) 247-1161 
www.csa-inc.net 

Document Pro-Indexing  
and Imaging Solution  
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Official Payments Corp.Official Payments Corp.Official Payments Corp.Official Payments Corp.    
Rolando NavarroRolando NavarroRolando NavarroRolando Navarro    
Account ExecutiveAccount ExecutiveAccount ExecutiveAccount Executive    

177 Technology Pkwy 
Auburn, AL  36830 

(866) 580-0980 ext. 7817 
Direct:  (209) 207-9502 
Fax:  (925) 855-6063 

E-mail:  
rnavarro@officialpayments.com  
www.officialpayments.com 

Electronic payments processing 
through several payment channels  

 
Pierre Area Pierre Area Pierre Area Pierre Area     

Chamber of Commerce  Chamber of Commerce  Chamber of Commerce  Chamber of Commerce      
Laura Schoen Carbonneau, CEO Laura Schoen Carbonneau, CEO Laura Schoen Carbonneau, CEO Laura Schoen Carbonneau, CEO     

800 W Dakota Ave 
Pierre, SD  57501              
(605) 224-7361  
www.pierre.org  

    
PryntCommPryntCommPryntCommPryntComm    
Tom Roberts, Tom Roberts, Tom Roberts, Tom Roberts,     
Sales Manager  Sales Manager  Sales Manager  Sales Manager      
303 E. Sioux Ave 
Pierre, SD  57501 
(605) 224-9999 

www.pryntcomm.com 
Commercial printing,  

Design layout, 4-Color Process 
 

Ramkota Hotels of SDRamkota Hotels of SDRamkota Hotels of SDRamkota Hotels of SD    

Gloriann KueterGloriann KueterGloriann KueterGloriann Kueter    

Corporate Director Corporate Director Corporate Director Corporate Director     
of Sales and Marketingof Sales and Marketingof Sales and Marketingof Sales and Marketing    
3211 W Sencore Drive 
Sioux Falls, SD  57101 

(605) 965-1423 
www.regency-mgmt.com 
Hotels * Restaurants 
Conference Centers 

    

Risty BenefitsRisty BenefitsRisty BenefitsRisty Benefits    
Roger R. Risty,Roger R. Risty,Roger R. Risty,Roger R. Risty,    
President President President President     

PO Box 90335 
Sioux Falls, SD  57118 

(605) 338-1489  
www.ristybenefits.com  

Employee Benefits – Medical  
plans, Life, Disability,  
Homeowners/Auto 

Workers Compensation 
Commercial Casualty 

SimplifileSimplifileSimplifileSimplifile    
Dallen MinerDallen MinerDallen MinerDallen Miner    
Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President    

4844 North 300 West, Ste, 202 
Provo, UT  84604 

E-mail:  dallen.miner@simplifile.com 
(800) 460-5657 

Fax:  (801) 373-1417 
www.simplifile.com 
Leading provider of  
e-recording services 

    

Software Services Inc.Software Services Inc.Software Services Inc.Software Services Inc.    
Patti Guthrie  Patti Guthrie  Patti Guthrie  Patti Guthrie      

614 N Kiwanis Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104 

 (605) 334-5200 

Roger TellinghuisenRoger TellinghuisenRoger TellinghuisenRoger Tellinghuisen    
Brad GordonBrad GordonBrad GordonBrad Gordon    
Eric StrawnEric StrawnEric StrawnEric Strawn    

132 E Illinois St 
Spearfish, SD  57783 

E-mail: tg@spearfishlaw.com 
Phone:  (605) 642-8080 
Fax:  (605) 642-1756 

Civil & Criminal Litigation,  
Real Estate, Business Law,  

Gaming, Family Law,  
Workers Compensation,  
Estate Planning, Probate 

    
TriMin Government SolutionsTriMin Government SolutionsTriMin Government SolutionsTriMin Government Solutions    

Bill Juergens,Bill Juergens,Bill Juergens,Bill Juergens,    
Account ExecutiveAccount ExecutiveAccount ExecutiveAccount Executive    

2277 Highway 36 West, Suite 101E 
Roseville, MN  55113 

E-mail: Bill.Juergens@trimingov.com 
Phone: (651) 604-3617 
Cell: (612) 590-9892 
www.trimingov.com 

Land Records Management Systems 
Cashiering, Web Access, e-recording, 
Auto Indexing, Imaging, Redaction 

 
Tyler TechnologiesTyler TechnologiesTyler TechnologiesTyler Technologies    

Local Government DivisionLocal Government DivisionLocal Government DivisionLocal Government Division    
Brad KingBrad KingBrad KingBrad King    

Territory Sales ManagerTerritory Sales ManagerTerritory Sales ManagerTerritory Sales Manager 
4021 W 23rd St. 

Sioux City, IA  51103 
E-mail:  Brad.King@tylertech.com 

(712) 258-1143 
(800) 747-8649 
www.tylertech.com  

 

Ultra Inc./Connecting Point Ultra Inc./Connecting Point Ultra Inc./Connecting Point Ultra Inc./Connecting Point     
Doreen Singrey  Doreen Singrey  Doreen Singrey  Doreen Singrey      

504 Jenson Ave SE 
Watertown, SD 57201  
(800) 529-5500  

www.connectingpoint.biz 
County Software * Hardware   

Networking     
    

US BankUS BankUS BankUS Bank    
Danene Miller, Danene Miller, Danene Miller, Danene Miller,     

Government BankingGovernment BankingGovernment BankingGovernment Banking    
301 N Bailey 
DN-NE 0353 

North Platte, NE  69101-4017 
E-mail: Danene.Miller@usbank.com 
www.usbank.com/government  

Phone: (866) 221-5701  
Cell:  (308) 289-6540 
Banking, Bond Issues,  

& Cash Management Services  
for Public Agencies 

 

Wells Fargo Wells Fargo Wells Fargo Wells Fargo     
Real Estate Tax ServiceReal Estate Tax ServiceReal Estate Tax ServiceReal Estate Tax Service    

Theresa Sheerin, Theresa Sheerin, Theresa Sheerin, Theresa Sheerin,     
Client Service ConsultantClient Service ConsultantClient Service ConsultantClient Service Consultant    
One Home Campus   
Mac #X2301-026 

Des Moines, IA  50328 
 (800) 499-4829 ext. 40550 

Procure & payment of  

real estate taxes 

2010 SDACO ASSOCIATE  MEMEBERS  

Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!    
The SDACO Associate Member Program  connects 
private sector solutions to the governing,          
management, and information challenges facing 
member counties.  SDACO Associate Members are        
recognized by our 192 members representing all 
66 counties in South Dakota and the program      
provides Associate Members with benefits       
including brand connection, subscription to the 
South Dakota County News, advertising space on 
the SDACO website, a free copy of the SDACO 
Spotlight Directory, vender booth discounts and 

much more. 

 

Associate Members play an important role in the 
ongoing activities of the SDACO through education, 

fellowship, and financial support. As such, 
the SDACO continually strives to improve benefits 
Associate Members receive.  Together, we can  
make a difference for South Dakota counties. I 
look forward to working with you this year & for 

years to come.  
 

Carrie Gonsor, Executive Director 

South Dakota Association of County Officials                  
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300 E. Capitol Ave, Suite 2 
Pierre, SD 57501 

South Dakota Associat ion 
of  County Off icia ls  

 

Phone: 605-224-1968 
Fax: 605-224-9128 
E-mail: sdaco@sdcounties.org 

Promoting effective and efficient county 
government for the citizens of South Dakota 

www.sdcounties.org 

Founded in the 1950’s and incorporated in 1991, the South Dakota Association of County 

Officials is geared toward promoting the general welfare of county officials and to establish more 

uniform methods of procedure in those county offices. Our goal is to serve in an advisory capacity 

to the Legislature on matters of county administration and procedure. 

The South Dakota Association of County Officials continually strives to help counties improve 

their capacity to serve their citizens. SDACO currently offers member counties these services: 

 * Representation during the SD Legislative Session 

 * A voice for South Dakota in the National Association of Counties 

 * Continuing Education and Certification for County Officials 

 * Website development, service, and training 

 * Notice of Employment Opportunities in SD Counties  

 * SDACO County Government Scholarship  


